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Sun setting in the western sky over the Hudson River
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Rensselaer County Hudson River Access Plan
A comprehensive look at ways to “get people to the River”
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ABOUT THE PLAN

The Rensselaer County Hudson River Access Plan came about
as a result of the Rensselaer County Land Trust securing a
grant from the Hudson River Estuary Program of the New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation. The Plan
was guided by RLT Staff, Board Members and an Advisory
Committee consisting of representatives of the Hudson River
Shoreline communities and Rensselaer County.

This plan covers all seven waterfront communities in
Rensselaer County:

Town of Schodack

Village of Castleton-on-Hudson
Town of East Greenbush

City of Rensselaer

Town of North Greenbush

City of Troy

Town of Schaghticoke

For approximately one year beginning in the spring of 2017,
the consultant team led by Planning4Places, LLC with
support from Weston & Sampson, conducted an existing
conditions assessment, made site visits to assess the
condition of existing and potential river access points, and
went into the community to solicit input from the public.
The project began with a well-attended kickoff meeting and
engagement efforts included discussions with local elected
officials and staff, attendance at three events and public
meetings to present the results of the project.

This plan is built off of the existing conditions analysis and
current, up-to-date information and discussions on each
site to determine how best to develop the Plan. This
document provides recommendations for site access along
the entire Rensselaer County waterfront. When
implemented, with direct involvement of each river
community, Rensselaer County will have a significantly more
accessible and visible presence along the waterfront.
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ABOUT THE PLAN

The Rensselaer County side of the Hudson River has significant
potential to increase accessibility for residents and visitors from
the land-side and to bring-in boaters from the water to enjoy
Rensselaer County and patronize local businesses. This Plan,
and the associated site location maps, show that the current
availability of water access locations in Rensselaer County are
more limited and further apart in the more rural locations and
that there are distinct areas (within the more developed areas)
that are either lacking accessibility or have significant gaps.

Many existing sites are currently difficult to locate from both
the land-side and from the water. These sites can generally be
better identified through improved wayfinding & signage
either by using an existing signage system or_developing a

unigue County-wide signage system. Updating online
resources will also be beneficial to improving access
opportunities. Flooding and sea level rise vulnerability has
been assessed but more detailed information on these topics
can be found at: http://scenichudson.org/slr/mapper.

The sites were initially identified through aerial image
reviews with site visits used to identify potential access site
locations. Each site was assessed for current conditions and
a resulting recommendation was created. Sites have both a
land-based and water-based mileage calculations. The
water-based calculation generally following the shoreline. It
begins at the Schodack Island State Park boat launch and
ends at Lock C-4 at milepoint 41.5. These numbers can be
found in the site overview section. Distances between
existing access sites are also provided.

Finally, each site was assigned a priority score based on set
criteria like distance to other sites, likely priority for local
governments, recreational appeal, ease of constructability,
implementation potential, and stewardship potential.

Site Priority Key:@ Higher Priority
@I Moderate Priority
Lower Priority
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SITE ID #14: LIVINGSTON AVENUE BRIDGE

Site Overview: This is a 100+ year-old swing-type railroad bridge

used by approximately 14 Amtrak and 6 CSX trains per day
according to the NYSDOT. It is a vital crossing that needs to be
replaced due to the deterioration of the bridge. There is a
significant push to reopen a pedestrian connection across the
bridge as part of any upgrade or replacement. (Milepoint 11.1)

Top Issues:
1) Visibility: The site is currently closed to pedestrians but
visibility is good in all directions.

2) Current Use: Freight and passenger rail bridge. The
pedestrian connection was closed decades ago.

3) Vulnerability: The bridge is elevated well above the River and
does not get inundated with flood waters. For a train bridge,
the structure is quite old and deterioration is a vulnerability.

4) Safety: The bridge is deteriorating and pedestrians are not
currently permitted on the structure.

5) Accessibility: The site is not accessible or open to the public.
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Top Opportunities:

1) Offerings: The site could provide a unique and important
bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of
Rensselaer and the City of Albany.

Nearest Existing Accéss Sites: The site is located 1.1 miles
south of the Forbes Avenue Boat Launch and 0.3 miles to
north of Riverfront Park and the Dunn Memorial Bridge
pedestrian connection.

Development: There is significant advocacy ongoing to
ensure that pedestrian access is provided when the bridge is
upgraded or replaced. Inclusion of a pedestrian element on
the bridge is vital to connecting the City of Rensselaer to the
City of Albany.

Priority: E

Recommendation: Support efforts to ensure that a pedestrian
connection is provided across the bridge. Realignment of the
crossing should occur to the south due to the presence of NYS
OGS-owned property.
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The bridge currently lands in Rensselaer
County at an undeveloped parcel(s) of land
which is slated for development through
the Killaen’s Landing project.
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The bridge is a unique swin
that swings open to allow boat traffic to

pass through. According to the NYSDOT,

the swing mechanism is not reliable and
has caused both marine and rail delays.

g-type bridge

park - the Corning Preserve - and the

Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail in Albany

with what will be a linear park and trail

along the Rensselaer County waterfront.

The existing structure connects a current

1901.
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According to NYSDOT, the bridge piers are Th

made of stone and were constructed in
1866. The steel structure was constructed in

According to the NYSDOT, the structure is

eligible for listing on the National Register and

State Register of Historic Places. The swing

section opens approximately 400x per year.

-

is brige is high above the water and
allows smaller boats to pass through
without needing to open.
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